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Poverty Causes Depression and Suicide in A Wall of Fire Rising
When growing up, many people and actually all of us, grew up with childhood dreams and desires; fantasies of our adulthood life. When the reality of how tough life is during adulthood strikes when all those desires cannot or are proving hard to achieve, it negatively affects us. However, how we cope with this reality determines the outcome of our life. Throughout Edwidge Danticat’s short story, A Wall of Fire Rising, he uses the character Guy to illustrate how our childhood fantasies may not be achieved. In addition to that, he shows the adverse effects of not letting go of our childhood dreams and accepting reality.  Guy was born to a family where poverty was not an option. He states that his first meal may probably be sweetened water as they lived close to a sugar mill. Growing up, he desired to be a man who would not be remembered as a struggling poor man who died poor like his father. However, he does not achieve this dream and results in suicide. Living in a place of poverty can cause depression with suicidal tendencies.

Guy is a man determined to evade poverty. In remembering his father, guy talks of him as an old man who died struggling in poverty. This thought stresses him up, as seen by his conversation with his wife. “You know the question I asked you before. I know the answer now. I know because I remember my father who was a very poor struggling man all his life. I remember him as a man that I would never want to be” (Danticat 155). When Guy sits to reflect upon his life, he has lived a similar life. At times his family lacks meals and they end up boiling clean sugarcane pulp to make sweet water tea. The extent of his frustration in his poverty is seen by his reaction when his son recites some lines in a poem.  In his second set of line, the boy says, “A wall of fire is rising and in the ashes, I see the bones of my people. Not only those people whose dark hollow faces I see daily in the fields but also those souls who have gone ahead to haunt my dreams. At night, I relive once more the last caresses from the hand of a loving father, a valiant love, a beloved friend” (Danticat 149). Danticat did not place the lines there coincidentally. He placed them there because Guy just like Boukman was struggling with his own demons and they both lived a similar life. Guy responds to his son after he finishes the narration saying, “I see your new lines have as much drama as the old ones,” Guy said. He wiped away a tear… “They’re every bit as affecting as the old” (Danticat 154). Little Guy had no idea of the internal dilemma that his father was going through, the cause of him shedding a tear. The dilemma that he desired to live a life different from his father’s, a life where he could sufficiently provide for his family without being termed as a poor struggling man, who eventually dies in poverty, yet he was quite like his father. Although Guy knew that he loved his family the words of Boukman made sense “either live free or should we die.” It was the second option that made more sense to Guy, and he knew that he wanted to be free and therefore, he chose suicide as his freedom from poverty.

Despite having an adorable family, one to be proud of, the fact that Guy lives in poverty brings him depression eventually leading him to commit suicide. When talking to his wife, Guy tells her, “Sometimes I know you want to believe in me,” he said. “I know you’re wishing things for me. You want me to work at the mill.  You want me to get a pretty house for us. I know you want these things too, but mostly you want me to feel like a man.  That's why you're not one to worry about, Lilli. I know you can take things as they come” (Danticat 244). Danticat writes this to show that Guy is clearly unhappy with his life and does not feel like a man, because he is unable to provide these things to his wife and child. The aspect of living in poverty brings about depression in Guys life. During the evenings, when Guy and his family go out to watch the hot air balloon, the depression brought to him by the poverty he lives in is seen by his admiration to fly the hot air balloon.

 
In a desire to be free from his poverty-induced depression, Guy contemplates suicide in a number of instances. “He reached into his pants pocket and pulled out a small pocket-knife, sharpening the edges on the metal surface of the fence. When his wife and child moved closer, he put the knife back in his pocket” (Danticat 151). This illustrates that Guy’s suicidal thought was not a one-time decision. It was one he had been contemplating over, over a long period when poverty brought about suicidal thoughts. In addition to that, Lilli always felt that whenever they were watching the hot air balloon, Guy’s mind was always on something else, something she feared would make her and Little Guy loose Guy. Guy knew that the sky was where he wanted to be. He was even envious of the birds that could fly, “Can’t you see yourself up there? Up in the clouds somewhere like some kind of bird.... he gave us reasons to want to fly. He gave us the air, birds, our son” (Danticat 153).  The admiration for birds is symbolic of Guys admiration for their life. Lives where they do not work hard, but they never sleep hungry, unlike man. By stealing the balloon and actually using it to commit suicide, it shows that he achieved his desire for freedom from poverty. He dies with a delusion of being temporarily rich; having fled the hot air balloon. With this desire to evade his depression, it is evident that poverty induces suicidal thoughts in individuals. 

Throughout the short story, Danticat illustrates how poverty leads to depression that induces suicidal thoughts. Living in a place of poverty can cause depression with suicidal tendencies. Guy’s fear of and hatred for poverty was his sole reason for committing suicide, an avoidable and selfish decision. However, it is in this suicide, that Guy felt free from his thoughts of being a useless man who could not provide for his family, a tragic decision that many people land into. Through a number of studies, poverty has been evidenced as a leading cause of suicide. Living in an area where the basic amenities and needs are rare or rather non-existent like is stressful. The kind of poverty experienced brings about Guy’s depression increasing the suicidal thoughts and risks.  If Guy had tried major on his happy family instead of his shortcoming as a man who’s lived a life that he loathed- a struggling poor man who dies in poverty- his suicidal thoughts would have gone away. Living in a place of poverty and hardships can cause depression with higher suicidal tendencies. If only those living that life would accept it and distinguish between their fantasies of wealth and the reality, this rates could be decreased.
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